fi 


'] 
} 
le 
ac 


r 
= 


——! 


—————! 


of 


Tore. 


M Does Brady's exit open door for the Bills? 
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Derek Gee/Buffalo News 


Gabriella Harris, left, and Jennifer Casillas sort through lesson packets Tuesday at Frederick Law Olmsted Elementary School in Buffalo. 
Teachers and staff across Western New York prepared classwork for students to do at home while schools are closed until at least April 20. 


Impact of virus 
on job market 
looks to be deep 
and long-lasting 


By BEN CASSELMAN, 
SAPNA MAHESHWARI AND 
DAVID YAFFE-BELLANY 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - Angela Gervasi 
was enjoying a day off Thursday when 
she got a text from a co-worker: “Have 
you heard?” 

Her co-worker quickly filled her in: 
P.J. Clarke’s, the restaurant where she 
worked in Philadelphia, was letting her 
and some other employees go. Confir- 
mation came in a letter citing “develop- 
ments” with the coronavirus outbreak. 
By Monday, the place had shut down. 

Gervasi barely had time to process 
the bad news before she got more: The 
Florida radio station where she had been 
applying for a job told her that the hir- 
ing process might be delayed as the sta- 
tion shifted to a work-from-home setup. 
Then, on Monday, she learned that an- 
other local restaurant, where she was 
training as a cook, was closing. 

“Everyone is afraid to hire,” said Ger- 
vasi, 24, who is looking for freelance 


See Layoffs on Page A6 


Related coverage 


e School bell: Will students be coming 
back to classrooms this school year? 
Page C1 


e Worst still to come: Area hospitals 
are changing rules on who can be in 
their facility. Page C3 


Frie County totals 


Although the numbers are 
subject to change, officials 
have added additional cases. 


86 | 20 


Number Number 
tested positive 


Where those infected 
with virus have been 


Erie County issued another 
public advisory Tuesday after- 
noon, providing a list of places 
and methods of travel in recent 
weeks for individuals who have 
tested positive for COVID-19. 
The Erie County Department of 
Health advised any individuals 
who were present at the follow- 
ing places and times to monitor 
themselves daily for symptoms 
of COVID-19: 


March 4: United Airlines Flight 
Eagle United from Austin to 
Washington, D.C., No. UA6028; 
and from Washington, D.C., to 
Buffalo No. UA4810. 


March 9: Amtrak Train No. 49, 
New York City to Buffalo with a 
midnight arrival. 


March 10: Walden Galleria in 
Cheektowaga (no specific time 
frame is yet available) 


March 10: Barnes & Noble, 
Boulevard Consumer Square, 1565 
Niagara Falls Blvd., Suite 300, 
Amherst; 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 


March 10: Harlem Road 
Community Center, 4255 Harlem 
Road, Amherst; 7 p.m. - 8 p.m. 


Continued on Page A6 


By JERRY ZREMSKI 


NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEF 


Surveying the state’s number 
of available hospital beds amid 
the novel coronavirus crisis, Gov. 
Andrew M. Cuomo said Tuesday 
that “the numbers are daunting.” 

They’re daunting in Western 
New York, too. 

Cuomo said the state will need 
between 55,000 and 110,000 hos- 
pital beds because of the COV- 
ID-19 pandemic. Adjusting those 
numbers based on population, 
that would mean that metro Buf- 
falo could need as many as 6,358 
hospital beds - when it has only 
2,844, many of which are occu- 
pied at any one point in time. 

For intensive care beds, the 
numbers look even worse. Hospi- 


As number of cases grow, 
a ‘daunting’ bed shortage 


tals in Erie and Niagara counties 
might need upward of 2,150 ICU 
beds - when they have only 208. 

Those are only projections 
based on state and federal data, 
and health care experts say the 
area will not be in such short sup- 
ply of hospital beds if metro Buf- 
falo avoids the worst of the pan- 
demic. 

Still, Erie County Executive 
Mark C. Poloncarz said Tuesday 
that he’s preparing for the hospi- 
tals to run out of space - over- 
whelmed with COVID-19 victims 
with serious respiratory issues 
— at some point in a crisis that’s 
expected to peak in the state in 
about 45 days. 

To provide extra hospital 


See Hospitals on Page A6 


-19 by community spread 


Cuomo says cases 
are expected to peak 
in about 45 days 


By Maki BECKER 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


As the coronavirus battle in- 
tensified Tuesday, Erie County 
saw its first case of community 
spread and the first patient hos- 
pitalized. 

Niagara, Wyoming and Gen- 
esee counties reported their first 
cases. 

The news came as Gov. An- 
drew M. Cuomo announced 
health experts warned him that 
COVID-19 cases will peak in 
about 45 days. 

Surveying the state’s number 
of available hospital beds, Cuo- 
mo said “the numbers are daunt- 
ing.” 

Local officials are scrambling 
for more hospital beds, too. 

”Do we have enough beds to 
cover what we think is coming? 
I can’t give you that answer and 
say yes. I have to say no,” Erie 
County Executive Mark Polon- 
carz said. 

One of the 13 people whose 
positive test results were an- 
nounced Tuesday had not trav- 
eled recently, Poloncarz said. 

“We believe this is the first 
case of community spread in 
Erie County,” he added. 

Also, a Visiting Nursing As- 
sociation manager in her 50s is 
now isolated in Millard Fillmore 
Suburban Hospital in good con- 
dition - the first person to be 
hospitalized here with the virus. 
She came into contact with co- 
workers but not VNA patients. 

The county also found itself 
on the verge of running out of 
COVID-19 test kits. The county 
had 450 for its lab but reported 
more than 300 tests completed 
or pending. “We’re coming up to 
our capability,” Poloncarz said. 

Tuesday was another surre- 
al day amid the pandemic. The 
new cases covered nearly every 
age range, from a female teenag- 
er to a woman in her 70s. 

The Elmwood Village looked 
empty. Few rode Metro Rail. The 
state suspended its collection of 
medical and student debt. 

Schools opened their doors 
to allow parents and students 
to pick up assignments and lap- 
tops from teachers who spent 
the weekend preparing weeks of 
lessons. Free meals were distrib- 
uted throughout the city to make 
sure children would be fed. But 
workers in restaurants, bars and 
hotels saw their jobs disappear. 

“The bills don’t stop, but the 
income does,” said Greg Avila- 
Shah, a line cook at Feature Eat- 
ery, who was furloughed from 
the downtown lunch spot. 


By CAITLIN DEWEY 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


On Saturday, David Melgar was 
busy slinging wings at the new 
Bar-Bill in Clarence. 

By Monday, he and thousands 
of other service workers across the 
region were wondering how, and 
when, they’d get their next pay- 
checks. 

Such economic turmoil has 
swept the country in the wake of 
the novel coronavirus. Now West- 


Sharon Cantillon/Buffalo News 


As of Monday, food establish- 
ments can now offer only 
takeout and delivery orders. 


Service workers brace for layofts in wake 
of order to close restaurants, public venues 


ern New York is beginning to feel 
the depths of the economic fallout, 
particularly since Gov. Andrew M. 
Cuomo on Monday ordered bars, 
restaurants and gyms to close 
statewide. 

Those establishments employ 
nearly 60,000 people in the Buffa- 
lo metro area, thousands of whom 
have been abruptly laid off or fur- 
loughed. The region supports an 
additional 76,000 people working 


See Workers on Page A3 
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WEATHER 


Milder, sunny. High 49, low 41. 
Details on Page C12. 
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